SDSA Membership Meeting
May 18, 2009
The meeting was called to order by co-chairs Roberto Flores and Lynne Armstrong at Grady’s Restaurant at 6:40 PM.

Lynne welcomed all the visitors and members and invited all to visit the web site for information.  Lynne and Roberto have been working with the young women involved in a recent police incident and will continue to do so as long as necessary and as appropriate.
Roberto introduced Lourdes Galvan and Carla Vela, guests.

David Plylar, Endorsement Committee, introduced Lourdes Galvan, in a run-off for city council.  She thanked SDSA for their support, especially their financial support and she asked for help in identifying and encouraging people in district 5 to go out and vote.  John Carlos Garcia, one of her opponents, was introduced and he indicated that he is now supporting Lourdes Galvan.  Elena Guajardo, former council woman, also spoke on her behalf.  David passed around a sheet of paper asking for volunteers and also asked for individual contributions to help her.
Larry Stallings, treasurer, reported a balance of $2209.55.

Mark Spencer, Budget, Fundraising and Finance Committee, passed out copies of the first quarter financial report.  He mentioned that a change in our fiscal year will be voted on at the next membership meeting.  An announcement will be sent via e-mail.

Diane Stallings, Program and Events Committee, discussed the upcoming SDSA Banquet, including the menu, the theme and costs of tickets.  Linda Allen, webmaster, announced that very soon forms for ordering tickets would be on line as well as ordering them through Act Blue.
Olga Hernandez, Membership Committee, announced that one new member joined and that she had sent out quarter 2 dues.

Bryan Gerard reported on a Leadership Conference, of all the Stonewall chapters, Tele-conference call that he participated in.  The purpose was to obtain input about different issues pertaining to Stonewall.

Toby Johnson introduced Sterling Zinzmeyer a former co-chair of Stonewall Democrats from New York.  He advocated a grass roots effort in elections.

Linda Allen, Webmaster, mentioned the SDSA website and the link to the Democratic Party, which is in need of money.

Lynne reported that she and Roberto will now be scheduling appointments with elected official.  
David introduced Byron Miller, in district 2 run-off.  He thanked SDSA for financial support and volunteers.  He requested help for the run-off election, phone banking, block walking as well as financial support.  He stressed the importance of early voting and getting people out to  
David introduced Melissa Martinez-Carrasco, our endorsed candidate, who is now supporting Reed Williams.  She indicated that he supports Roe vs. Wade and he believes that everyone deserves respect.

Lynne explained that Stonewall has been working diligently to establish a mutually respectful and reciprocal relationship with San Antonio Police.  The Chief has spoken to our group once before and was also the Grand Marshall of the Pride Parade.
The first thing he spoke of was the process of obtaining a warrant, probable cause must meet the standards for the court to issue a warrant.  The information presented to the judge far exceeded the standard required.  All of the information was not on the affidavit, for security reasons.  Neither woman was named in the affidavit, as targets.  He addressed the comments that were made during the incident.  The complaint regarding this is now in Internal Affairs, and is being investigated.  He asked that based on the relationship that we have established, that we take his word that there was probable cause.  

Questions from the audience were read by the co-chairs and the chief answered them.    They ranged from an explanation of the use of the word “target”; the house and Randy were a target, but not the two women.   The officers involved were not part of the sensitivity training.  The officers were lenient in allowing one of the women to get dressed under the covers.  It is not uncommon to come up empty on a search warrant because of the amount of time that elapses between the surveillance and getting the search warrant.  In closing the Chief asked that we let this play out before passing judgment.
No new business was brought up.  Proposition 8 will be announced either at the end of this week or the beginning of next week.

June is Pride Month; the kick-off event will be at Candlelight with food and a cash bar o June 12.  Volunteers for the booth and parade are needed.

The Birthday Bash is May 30, Stonewall will furnish appetizers and refreshments will be provided by the board.

Julia deGrace reported on her visit to Congressional members to promote passage of the Hate Crimes Bill.
Carla Vela, Democratic Party Chair, reported on party doings.  They are strategizing on how to win in 2010.  Workshops will be scheduled and a fundraising event is being scheduled to raise money.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Cris Ramirez,

Secretary

