SDSA Membership Meeting
July 20, 2009
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM, at Grady’s, by co-chairs Roberto Flores and Lynne Armstrong.

Lynne announced the program, 3 speakers presenting background and experiences related to the Stonewall Riots.
Lynne gave background information on Dan Graney who was the first speaker.  Dan spoke on the history of the Stonewall Democrats.  He discussed their mission and goals.  The organization was founded in 1998 by Barney Frank.  Currently there are over 90 chapters and the San Antonio chapter has a member on the board of NSD, Olga Hernandez.  There are 10 local chapters in Texas.
Dan spoke briefly on the Stonewall Riots.  He passed around two books about this incident and suggested 2 videos for more information.   He introduced two speakers who gave us first hand information on the event.  The first speaker was Phyllis Guest.  She began by talking about the time between 1955 and the year of the riots.   She concluded with a description of the incident that night.  She also compared our struggle to that of the Civil Rights movement.  
The next speaker was Raymundo Garcia.  He moved to New York to be with his twin brother, in 1969.  He described how intense the scene was.  He arrived there after it had happened.  The riots continued the following days.  In his opinion this event was the catalyst for the gay movement.   
There was a brief question and answer session.  

Minutes were approved as written.  The treasurer reported that soon we will have the treasurer’s report on line as a result of a new accounting system.  He announced that the current balance is $4660.

Peg MacPhail announced the member’s yahoo group where issues of the day can be discussed.  Candidates running for office introduced themselves, Milton Fagin, Rosemarie Alvarado-Hawkins, Tina Torres. Ina Castillo, Stephanie Boyd , John Courage, Rebecca Martinez, Travis Cox, and Barbara Nellermoe.
Some announcements were made for information on this check the website.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Cris Ramirez,

Secretary

