SDA Membership Minutes
August 17, 2009

The meeting was called to order by Co-chairs Roberto Flores and Elena Guajardo at 6:30 PM at Grady’s Restaurant.  Roberto announced the resignation of Lynne Armstrong and ceded the floor to her.  Lynne spoke briefly about her experience as co-chair and thanked the membership for their support.  Roberto introduced the new co-chair, Elena Guajardo who thanked Lynne for her leadership and the work that she and the board have done.  She said she looks forward to working with the SDSA Board.
The guest speaker for the evening was Deputy Chief Jose Banales.  He indicated that as a result of the investigation in the Leon Valley incident senior officers would receive sensitivity training.  He also spoke about a new customer service survey for the general public to voice their concerns.  The chief will emphasize this customer service initiative with the supervisors to make sure that they are out in the field aware of what is happening.  Recently there were 300 telephone customer surveys conducted, and 90% of the responses were positive.  He addressed a specific incident that occurred this past weekend at The Saint.  He then took questions from the floor.  Most of the questions and comments dealt with the bias that is prevalent among the senior officers.  Banales indicated that they were working on different approaches to involve these senior officers in sensitivity training.  He explained that officers are required to enroll in a number of classes/seminars each year.  He was asked how much training the officers receive in terms of hate crime legislation, he was unable to answer that but said he would research it and get back with the information.  
Elena asked that guests and candidates introduce themselves.  
Peg moved and Bryan seconded that minutes be approved and the motion carried.

Mark reported that our current balance is $6843.52.  Mark explained the new process for making donations, no more passing the hat, to be in full compliance with TEC, all contributions have to be documented.  Carla moved to accept the report, Bryan seconded and the motion carried.  Mark explained the motion to change in the fiscal year to coincide with the calendar year, Bryan seconded and the motion carried.  
Cris Ramirez, Board Development, announced that there is an opening on the board for an at large member.

Chris Forbrich, Banquet Chair, reported that invitations have been sent to politicians, nomination forms for awards are due on August 21 and save the date cards have been printed.

David Plylar, Endorsement Committee, moved that the phone be added as an option for contacting members about the endorsement meeting, the motion passed.  The second motion deals with counting the people who actually vote at the endorsement meeting, the motion passes.
Mark, Budget and Finance, indicated that the budget will have to be voted on in November because of the change in the fiscal year.

Linda  Allen announced that we have sold 37 tickets and we have 10 sponsors for the banquet.

Uncle Louie explained the incident that occurred at the Saint.  He explained that the SAPD acted accordingly and appropriately.
Bryan announced that in October we would be collecting for the Wounded Warrior Program.  He also announced the second petition signing party for candidates.  It will be at Harlandale School , Thursday, August 20 th.

 Announcements were made and the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Cris Ramirez,

Secretary
