SDSA Membership Minutes
October 19, 2009

The meeting was called to order by Co-chair Elena Guajardo at 6:30 PM at Luby’s Cafeteria.

Co-chair Roberto Flores introduced the guest speaker for the evening, John Courage, who gave a brief presentation on the eleven constitutional amendments we will be voting on.  His presentation explained the amendments; he did not give any pro or con arguments for any of the amendments.  There was a short question and answer period following his presentation.  He concluded by reminding everyone that early voting has started and will continue through October 31.  Voter turnout will be small, so he urged everyone to vote indicating that a few votes could decide things.

Guests and candidates introduced themselves.

Secretary, Cris Ramirez, announced that thanks to SDSA Webmaster Linda Allen there are now two links on the SDSA web page for Board and Membership minutes.  Anyone wishing to read the minutes can now do so by going to the SDSA web site and clicking on the link.  Peg MacPhail made a motion to accept the membership minutes of the September meeting, Bryan Gerard seconded and the minutes were approved.
Treasurer, Mark Spencer, reported that SDSA currently has a balance of about $9200.  We are getting very close to $10,000 to carry over into next year.  He announced that there was a “thermometer” on the web site to allow members to make contributions, through ACT Blue, for candidate contributions.  The profit from the SDSA banquet is about $5000.  Bryan Gerard moved and David Plylar seconded a motion to accept the treasurer’s report, the motion carried.

Board Development Committee, Cris Ramirez, reported that Jeanne Belaire had resigned as an at large board member and assistant treasurer.  Her board position will not be filled until January of 2010.   Mark asked Michelle Meyers to be assistant treasurer and she agreed.

Endorsement Committee, David Plylar, reminded everyone that the date of the Primary Election is March 2, 2010 and the Endorsement Forum will be on January 31.  Candidate questionnaires will be completed and presented for board and membership approval in November.

Elena urged members to contribute to candidates, especially Annise Parker, who is in a very close race.  She announced that at the November membership meeting the budget for the upcoming year would be presented and voted on.

Announcements were made about upcoming events, the HRC Dinner in November, Dignity’s Fall Ball, also in November and a Valentine’s Dance sponsored by MCC in February.

Travis Cox reminded the membership that candidates need petition signers.

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Cris Ramirez,

Secretary

