SDSA Membership Meeting Minutes

January 18, 2010

SDSA Co-chair, Elena Guajardo, called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM in the Fiesta Room at Luby's Cafeteria. 

Elena recognized Roberto Flores and explained his temporary leave of absence since he has been elected Interim Chair of the Bexar County Democratic Party.

The first order of business was the election of two executive officers and four at-large board members.  Cris Ramirez was re-elected secretary; Kevin Voelker was elected treasurer; and Eric Alva, Chris Forbrich, Ruby Krebs and David Plylar were re-elected to serve as at-large board members; all were elected unanimously by acclamation.

Following the election candidates and politicians introduced themselves and stated what position they were running for.

The secretary, Cris Ramirez, reported that henceforth the membership would be able to read the board minutes of the current month prior to attending the membership meeting.  Peg MacPhail moved to accept the November membership meeting minutes as presented, Marty Whitehead seconded and the motion passed.

The treasurer, Chris Forbrich, distributed a beginning of the year financial report, as required by the SDSA by-laws.  He announced that he had membership forms for anyone interested in joining SDSA.  The board thanked Chris for all of his diligent work as interim treasurer.  Elena is negotiating with someone to audit the SDSA books.

Elena reminded everyone that SDSA is the only democratic group that gives money to candidates.  She thanked the membership for their contributions.

The Co-chair reported that the Membership committee Chair, Olga Hernandez, was not present because she was attending a National Stonewall meeting in Florida.  Olga has asked Eric Alva to assist her with the duties required of this committee, he has agreed to help her.  Elena thanked Olga for all of her hard work on this committee and also thanked Eric for volunteering to help.

Bryan Gerard, Communications Committee, reminded everyone that SDSA is on Face Book and encouraged members to sign up.

David Plylar, Endorsement Committee, reminded everyone to attend the SDSA Candidate Forum on January 31, from 1:00 to 6:00 PM in the Fiesta Room at Luby,s.  David announced the list of candidates who were being recommended by the SDSA Board for Friendly Incumbent Endorsements.  He made a motion that Barbara Nellermoe, Charlie Gonzales, Mike Villarreal, Trey Martinez Fisher, Joe Farias, Ruth Jones Mclendon, Monica Guerrero, Al Alonso and Laura Salinas be given Friendly Incumbent Endorsements.  Ruby Krebs seconded.  The aforementioned received unanimous votes from the SDSA Board except for Ruth Mclendon Jones whose vote was five for, four against and one abstention.  A discussion ensued regarding the inclusion of Ruth Jones Mclendon on the FIE list.  Dan Graney proposed a friendly amendment to remove Ruth Jones Mclendon's name from the list and vote on her separately.  The friendly amendment was accepted by David and the membership voted; twenty for and twenty-four against, the motion did not pass.  

Elena Guajardo ceded the chair to David Plylar.
Further discussion took place on the merits of the FIEs and the exclusion of opposing candidates from attendance at the Candidate Forum.    A particular point of discussion centered around the race involving Judge Monica Guerrero who was recommended for an FIE, but has an opponent in the race.  Some of the membership wanted to hear from all candidates and felt it was unfair and undemocratic to eliminate any candidate from the forum.  A motion was made and seconded to remove Monica Guerrero from the list of FIEs, the oral vote was too close to determine so a roll call vote was requested by Chris Forbrich.  David Plylar ceded the chair to Chris Forbrich in order to vote.

The roll call vote yielded a tie, 20 voting for and 20 voting against.  The acting chair, Chris, voted against.  Monica Guerrero asked that her name be removed from the list of FIEs.  Ruby Krebs moved to accept the list of FIEs without Monica Guerrero's name,Travis Cox seconded and the motion carried.  Chris Forbrich returned the chair to David Plylar.
David indicated that over one hundred candidates received questionnaires; he distributed samples of the questions and the summary sheet that would be used at the Candidate Forum.  There was a request to see the actual questionnaires to which David responded that any additional comments or remarks made by the candidates would be included in the summary sheet; they would be copied as they were written by the candidates.  Some of the judicial candidates indicated that they could not answer some of the questions on the questionnaires without violating judicial conduct.

Peg MacPhail discussed the School Board Elections and explained that rather than endorse any of the candidates we would like to give a “recommend” to a candidate/candidates.  In order to do this we have to add “recommend” to rule eight of the Standing Rules of Endorsement.  She moved that we do so, Cris Ramirez seconded and the motion carried.  Elena returned to chair the meeting.
 Co-chair Elena announced that various Democratic groups have donated money to the Bexar County Democratic Party; the SDSA Board voted to contribute $500 to the Bexar County Democratic Party.  Chris read the letter presented to Roberto Flores, Interim Chair.Elena reported that the SDSA Board voted to have a $5 student membership rate contingent on a valid student ID and an age limit of 18-25 years.  Peg MacPhail moved to accept this rate, Bryan Gerard seconded.  After some discussion the motion carried.

Announcements:

Bryan Gerard announced that SDSA would be collecting items for the Wounded Warriors in March.

Rosie Gonzalez announced her fundraiser on February 21. 

 Tom Jepson, newly elected Interim Treasurer for the Bexar County Democratic Party, made a request for monetary contributions.
Candidate Dinorah Diaz announced she had free bumper stickers to give out.

Candidate Linda Chavez Thompson spoke about her background and experience.

For information on events and fundraisers members can go to the SDSA web site, where things are posted on the calendar.

Elena reminded everyone about the tip jar in the back for the wait staff.

Roberto Flores thanked everyone for the warm reception, the $500 contribution and gave a brief update on the status of things with the Bexar County Democratic Party.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Cris Ramirez,

Secretary
